
  

 Belfast School Newsletter 
 

 Wednesday, 13 September 2017 

Absences: 

absences@belfast.school.nz 

or text 027 6364254 

 

Contact Details: 

P: (03) 323 8849 

E: office@belfast.school.nz 

 

700 Main North Road  

Belfast 

Christchurch 8051 

 

Principal:   

Sue Elley 

Board of Trustees 
Chairperson:   

Sue Fergusson 

 

Dates of Interest: 

JNR Poetry finals in Hall on 
Thurs. 14/09 at 2.00 

PTA Quiz Night at the 
Belfast Rugby Clubrooms on 
Fri. 15/09 at 7.00 

Assembly at 2.15 on Mon. 
18/09 

Y7/8 Koru Games 19-21/09 

House Colour Afternoon on 
Wed. 20/09 

LMS Poetry & Speech 
Competition in the Hall on 
Thurs. 21/09 at 11.00 

Elections-Polling Booth in 
School Hall on Sat. 23/09 
and PTA Cake Stall 

Y8 HPV Vaccinations on 
Mon. 25/09 

Celebration Assembly in the 
Hall on Wed. 27/09 at 2.00 

Term 3 ends on Fri. 29/09 

Term 4 starts on Mon. 
16/10 

 

 

Welcome to our new Pupil:   
Alice Ahomiro.  

Dear Parents/Caregivers 
 

Te Wiki o te Reo Māori - Māori Language Week  
 

Tena koutou katoa.  Ngā mihi nui ki a koutou katoa.  Warm greetings to 
you all. 
 

It’s hard to believe that we are heading towards the end of the term.  If 
you have been following our Facebook page you will see that there has 
been a lot happening at Belfast School in the last few weeks.    
 
Many thanks to all the parents and whānau who have supported our 
trips and events.   Without your help we would be limited in providing 
our students with the extra opportunities that trips and events outside 
school offer. 
    
Coming up next week are the Koru Games and we are very fortunate to 
have parents working as coaches and supporters for the teams.  The 
Koru Games are an annual event organised by the Selwyn Sports Trust 
for Year 7 & 8 children attending South Island Schools.    The Koru 
Games begin with an opening ceremony, and similar to the Olympic 
Games, there is a “Fair Play Promise” which sets out the expectations 
for players, teachers, coaches, parents and supporters.  A copy of the 
Fair Play Promise has been posted on our Facebook page. We will 
have three teams participating in the competition - Netball, Football and 
Touch.  We wish the teams good luck and win or lose we know they will 
represent our school proudly and demonstrate a positive attitude. 
 
During Te Wiki o te Māori  - Māori Language Week there have been a 
number of activities for students to participate in.  Senior students have 
led the school karakia each morning using the Office intercom, Waiata 
Wednesday involved a competition between classes for the best waiata 
singing, and students were able to participate in different activities 
during break times, such as games and listening to stories.   
 
Learning to speak a second language has many benefits including 
improving our memory and concentration.  It is like giving our brain a 
good workout.   Children learn a second language much faster than 
adults.  Here is a phrase you might like to try:   Wehi nā – Oh my 
goodness! 
 
We have recently made a change to where the children can play during 
break times.   Children can now choose to play anywhere in the grounds 
with children from other year groups.  The only restricted areas are the 
skate park and Sheldon playground which are limited to older children. 

     care I share I learn I grow 
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Belfast School 
 

 

The changes have given children access to all the different play structures and courts along with 
the opportunity to play and interact with their older and younger friends.  The students are 
enjoying the change and we have seen some lovely moments with older students playing with 
younger children.  
 
School’s Facebook Page:  If you would prefer that photos of your child are not loaded/shared 
onto the School’s Facebook page, can you please email the Principal at 
principal@belfast.school.nz  This information will be added into our Student Management 
System.  Thank you.  
  
Policy for Parents/Caregivers to Review:  The policy - Students with Special Needs / Learning 
Support is under review and we would like you to be part of this process.  Please go to:  
http://belfast.schooldocs.co.nz  Username: belfast and Password: sheldon   
 
Click onto “Current Review” at the top of the page and then click onto the policy.  Read the policy, 
then click onto the red Policy Review button at the right-hand top corner of the page.  (A new 
screen will appear).  Select your role (Board / Staff / or Parent/Caregiver) from the drop-down list.  
Enter your name (optional) and submit your ratings and comments.   

Reminder to the Parents/Caregivers of our Year 8 students that the second HPV vaccination will 
take place on Monday, 25 September. 
 
Thank you again for your support and involvement with our school.   We appreciate every 
opportunity to share what is happening in our school with you.  If you have anything you would 
like to discuss we are happy to make an appointment to meet with you.  
 
Hei kona mai - Goodbye for now 
 
Sue Elley 
Principal - Tumuaki 

 

Jump Jam Raffle 
After a lot of hard work both the Junior and Senior Jump Jam teams have made it to Jump 

Jam Nationals in Auckland this year on October 28th. The teams have been training hard to 

get their routines looking perfect. 

Fundraising is well underway both in and out of school.  

 

We have a grocery raffle which features a 

beautiful wooden tray. The tray is made from 

old wine barrels. They have a wonderful woody 

aroma and make a great centre piece or gift.  

 

The raffle tickets are $2.00 each and are available for purchase at the 

school Office and at ‘Belfast in the Park’ this Sunday, 17th of September between 11:30-

2:30.  The draw will be held in the last week of this term. 

 

On Sunday our Jump Jam teams are performing at 12:00 and it would be great to 

have your support. 
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Belfast School 
 

2018 Term Dates: 
The Board, at their meeting on Monday, 11 September 2017, have approved the term dates for 
2018. 
 
Term 1:   Monday, 5 February to Friday, 13 April 

(Waitangi Day - Tues. 6 February; Good Friday - Fri. 30 March; Easter Monday - 2 
April; Easter Tuesday - 3 April; ANZAC Day - Wed. 25 April) 

 
Term 2: Monday, 30 April to Friday, 6 July 
  (Queen’s Birthday - Mon. 4 June) 
 
Term 3: Monday, 23 July to Friday, 28 September 
 
Term 4: Monday, 15 October to Thursday, 20 December 
  (Labour Day - Mon. 22 October; Show Day - Fri. 16 November) 
 

Please Note:  The last day for children in Years 1-6 will be Wednesday, 19 
December and for Year 8 children the morning of Thursday, 20 December.  

 
We still desperately need Parent Helpers to help with Road Patrol!   
Can you spare 30 minutes in the morning between 8.30 and 9.00 a.m. OR 
20 minutes in the afternoon between 2.55 and 3.15 p.m.?  Please see 
Linda Berryman in R16 or leave your number and contact phone number 
at the school Office.  Thank you.  

 
Children turning 5! 
If you have a child turning 5 between now and May 2018 who will be attending Belfast 
School, can you please enrol your child.  This will enable us to start the process of 
working out how many New Entrant classes we will need for 2018.  Please phone Sally on 
323-8849 for further enrolment information or to make an appointment to meet with the 
Principal - Sue Elley. 
 
School Uniform / Sunhats 

With the weather starting to warm up, please note that Summer uniform is 
only to be worn in Terms 1 and 4.  When the children start back at school for 
Term 4 on Monday, 16 October they will need to bring and wear a navy blue 
sunhat when they are outside at school each day.   
 

Safety Around Rail Tracks: 
Please note that from 15 September trains will once again be 
running both day and night on the rail line.  As the rail line has 
been closed since the November earthquake, it is important 
that your children are reminded about the key safety 
messages.   
 
1. Always expect trains from either direction and at any time. 
2. Look out for trains and obey signs and signals. 
3. Stay off railway tracks.  Only cross the railway at approved railway level crossing 

points.   
 
 
 



 

Belfast School 
 

Amazing Writers at Belfast School! 
 

“I am Cool” by Isaiah in R12 
I am cool. 

Sadness comes to me when people tease me. 

A dog licked me. 

I love pets. 

A mum loves me. 

Hats are cool! 
 

As part of Storytelling, Senior children were given a part of the 

story from “The Skeleton Woman” which they had to describe 

using the given poetic structure.  The children worked in pairs to 

create a verse each.  When this was collated this is the poem 

they created! 
 

Father strangles daughter 

Down below sea crashing 

Twisting and turning 

She falls straight down! 

 

Falling, falling down 

Crack, snap, slam, smash 

Floating slowly down 

Resting below the sea 

 

Nibble, nibble, nibble 

The hungry fish eat 

Gobble, gobble, gobble 

Left a skinless skeleton 

 

Fisherman’s haunted bay 

No one fishes here 

Bay is empty 

New fisherman comes fishing 

 

Caught big fish 

He is really excited 

Winds it up 

It is a skeleton!!! 

 

Fisherman was scared 

He saw boney thing 

Dancing on water 

Rowing away very fast 

 

Shadow and bones 

Light shining very bright 

Cold, dark wind 

Pile of bones outside 

 

I am so close 

One more bone 

The skeleton has risen 

Free from prison 

 

Tear drops falling 

Amazingly skin appears on 

She’s become a woman 

Wife and husband happy 
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Belfast Stars 
Assembly  -   4 September 2017 

 
Room 1  Jack Bonham 

Room 2  Liliana Moore 

Room 3  Tyler Benjamin 

Room 4  Liam Russell 

 Room 5  Phoebe Kale 

Room 6  Rua Harvey 

Room 7  Cameo Fisher 

Room 9  Evie Banks 

Room 10  Jacoby Golding 

Room 11  Jasmine Taylor 

Room 12  Tane Claxton 

Room 13  Leandri Du Preez 

Room 14  Jaxon Blair 

Room 15  Ruby-May Maddock 

Room 16  Jordan Kirk 

Room 17  Brydon Huddy 

Room 18  Broghan Ayliffe 

Room 21  Nikau Van Pelt 

Room 22  Zach Spillane 

Room 23  Caleb Dadson 

 
 

  



    
Belfast Reporters News 

 

 

‘Belfast in the Hood’! 
Last Wednesday the Juniors had a fun day - ‘Belfast in the Hood’. This was part of 

their Inquiry Unit. They learned about different roles people play in the Belfast 

community such as doctors, police, fire brigade and ambulance officers. There was 

lots of games and activities like Scavenger Hunt, Dress up, Role Play and Painting. All 

the children worked in their House Colour groups and did exceptionally well! 
 

 

Upper Middles New World Trip 
Throughout last week the Upper Middles went 
on a trip to New World Belfast and learned what 
healthy things are in the supermarket. They 
brought back a lunch box and a healthy food 
chart. New World kindly donated $60 towards 
each class so they could make their own healthy 
choices for a class lunch. 
 

Timothy:   Seeing what was actually healthy in the supermarket was very interesting. 
Tobey: I enjoyed walking around and looking at how much sodium was actually in food. 
 

Lower Middles - Antarctic Trip 
Last Tuesday the Lower Middles went to the Antarctic Centre, they saw some penguins and 

learned about Scott Base and animal life in Antarctica.  One person was chosen to dress up 

in warm clothes when they were in the snow room which was FREEZING cold, they had so 

much fun!!   
 

Oliver: I liked seeing the penguins. They told us if they have a band on its left arm it’s a 

boy and on the right it’s a girl. 
 

Emma: I enjoyed going in the Antarctic storm and seeing people 

getting dressed up. It was freezing cold in there! 
 

Sunny:  I liked when I got dressed up in the clothes and going in the 

snow room. 
 



    
Belfast Reporters News 

 

DON’T FORGET THIS 

WEEK IS MAORI 

LANGUAGE WEEK 
 
Each day there have been activities organised by the Cultural Committee for all the children 
to participate in, these included Maori storytelling of Myths and Legends, colouring 
competitions and Maori games.   
 

Yesterday, it was Waiata Wednesday where each class learned a Waiata and competed 
against another class to see who would go forward to the next round.  It was a tough 
competition as they all sounded so good! 
 

Today, the Kapa Haka performed to the rest of the school, they sounded amazing.  Tino pai! 
 

Mixed Playgrounds 

 

For the past week we have enjoyed being able to go around the whole school. 

It gives us an opportunity to mix with the other year levels.  
     

Karereatua Room 22: It gives us the opportunity to hang out with younger 

students from the school, but also get our privacy at Sheldon. 

 

Jacob Room 22:   I love to interact with the younger 

students and I get to see my little brother. 
 

Cate Room 13: I like it because everyone gets a go on 

the new playground, there are loads of fields for 

everyone to play on.  The older kids can look after 

younger kids 

 

Jack Room 1: I like the basketball court.  I play with some of the bigger 

kids.  I also like to climb on the Condor.   
 

Emily Room 15: I like how we get to go to other playgrounds.  I play with some 

of the younger kids and I enjoy that. 
 

 
 

REPORTERS: Harper Connolly, Sophie Pratt, and Ashleigh Oliver 



      
PTA News 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

 QUIZ NIGHT - Friday 15th September.  Last 2 days, get your tickets NOW!  
 ELECTION DAY - Saturday 23rd September.  Cake stall and sausage 

sizzle.  See details below. 
 SECOND HAND UNIFORM SALE - Wednesday 27th September.  (See 

details below). 
 SAUSAGE SIZZLE - Thursday 28th September.  

 

QUIZ NIGHT this Friday, 15/09!  Only 

2 days to go! 
 

Tickets available from the school office (cash) or you can now pay for the tickets 
via internet banking.   
The tickets will be ready for you to collect at the door on the night.   

Please deposit the funds via internet banking direct to our PTA account: 06-0817-
0250725-00.  
Reference: Surname/Quiz name and PTA Quiz 

Once deposited, please Personal Message us on our Facebook page with the 
number of tickets paid for and your details.    

Limited door sales will be available.  

Thanks for your support 

Check out some of the great prizes below: 
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PTA News 

 

PTA Profile: 
Hi , My name's Lesha and I joined the PTA about 4 years ago. I 
have 2 children that go to Belfast School - Chloe, who is Y5 and 
Jake, who is Y1. 
 
I joined the PTA as I wanted to be as involved as possible in my 
children's education and it was a great way to meet other parents. 
I was a little nervous going to the first meeting not knowing what 
to expect, but was pleasantly surprised when everyone was so 
welcoming. I'm not much of a "sharer" but will happily help out 
when needed, I currently run the PTA Facebook page and have 
just taken over organising the Discos.  
 
Life's busy, I work full time, coach a Ripper Rugby team in the Winter and a Touch team 
in the Summer, along with all the other activities and day to day stuff we do as parents it 
gets exhausting, but in saying that, I love being able to look around the School seeing all 
the things the PTA has helped raise money for and seeing the smiles on the kids faces.  I 
love knowing that by giving up a little of my time I'm helping to make a difference. 
 
Sadly a lot of our PTA members’ children will be starting High School in the next few 
years so we are in need of some fresh new faces. We would love for you to come along to 
our next meeting, no matter if you have ideas to share or just like to listen like I do, we 
would love to have you. There is no pressure to join and no matter if you're a "committee 
member" or just a "friend of the PTA" there is no pressure to help with anything you don't 
have the time for! I hope to see you soon. 

 
FACEBOOK: 
We regularly post updates on our PTA Facebook page.  Click the icon below to 
head to our Facebook page and hit “LIKE”.  

 

SECOND HAND UNIFORM SALE: 
Wednesday 27th September from 2:30pm.   
 

Thank you for the generous uniform donations we have already received.   
 

If you have any surplus/spare pre-loved (clean and tidy) uniform items the PTA 
would love to take them off your hands!   Please bring them into the school office.   
 
 

 

https://www.facebook.com/Belfast-School-PTA-214189072093884/
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ELECTION DAY - CAKE STALL AND SAUSAGE SIZZLE 
Saturday, 23 September 2017 
 
Helpers required to help with the Sausage sizzle – if you can assist can you add 
your name to the roster which is in the school Office.  Thanks very much. 
 
 

 
.  

 

  



 

Community Notices 
 

Belfast in the Park is this Sunday, 17 

September – 11.30 to 2.30  
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 



 

Community Notices 
 
Drama Classes for Children: 
Helen O’Grady Drama Academy 
 
Structured lessons taught by professional mature teachers who will help bring out the 
best in your child. 
Fun lessons in a safe environment for growing imagination, developing confidence and 
building life skills. 
To enrol your child:  Ph 0800 161131 or email:  enquiries@helenogrady.co.nz  Visit our 
website www.helenogrady.co.nz 
 

Making a positive difference to children’s lives! 

 

PCU Softball Club 

Parklands Christchurch United is a family orientated softball club which 
delivers enjoyable softball and excellence from high level elite to tee-ball 
through first class management systems, leadership, coaching and facilities. 
 

Register now for the 2017/18 season. 
 
Visit www.sportsground.co.nz/pcusoftballchch or email pcusoftball@xtra.co.nz 

 

Shirley Tennis Club - 2017/18 Season underway! 
Juniors – Saturday mornings: 
8 and under Boys/Girls at 8.30 a.m. 

9 – 12 years Boys/Girls at 9.30 a.m. 
13 and over Boys/girls at 10.45 a.m. 

 

Venue:  Richmond Park. 
For more information contact:   

Wayne Turner, Junior Administrator (385-3320) 
Visit:  www.shirleytennis.co.nz  

 

Papanui Toc H Athletics Club Opening Night 
26 September, 5.30-7.00 p.m. 
With Winter sport coming to an end and the summer quickly approaching, come and 

try your hand at athletics.  Come and have fun and learn skills that can help improve 

your power, speed agility and strength for your winter sport. 
 

Come and experience our 130m all-weather track, 400m grass track, with some of 
the top discus, shot-put, high jump and long jump training facilities and coaches in 

Christchurch. 
 

We are based at Papanui High School, and you can find out more about us at our 
web page:  www.papanuitochathletics.org.nz (see the Junior Section), or 

contact our Junior Club Captain for more information at jcc@ptoch.org.nz 

 

 

mailto:enquiries@helenogrady.co.nz
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 Community Notices 
 

FREE talk on doTERRA Essential Oils 
 

Tuesday, 19 September at 7.00 p.m. in the Belfast Community Network meeting rooms.  
Discover how and why the oils have been helping in preventative health for families 
around the world.  Learn the thousands of ways oils can guard against the flu, stomach 
cramps, brain fog, muscular pain, anxiety, depression and much more.  Contact Flora 
Johnson on cellphone 027 2218031. 

 

ASB Information for Parents/Caregivers: 

 
Bring your ASB School Banking envelope to school.  Any spare 
coins will do.  If you save $1.00 each week in Term 3, you will 
have $10.00 for the school holidays! 
 

 

 

Sport 

Canterbury 

Active Kids 

October School 

Holiday 

Programme: 

 

 
 

Science Alive School Holiday Programme: 
Get Connected! 
A fun two hour holiday programme about electricity.  "Get Connected"  to Christchurch city 
centre and the rebuild.  Then "Get Connected" to electricity through circuit building and 
design. 

When: 3rd, 4th and 5th of October. 

Price: $18 per child 

Click the link below to book for the programme. 

Get Connected for 7-9 year olds: 

https://www.eventfinda.co.nz/2017/get-connected-juniors/christchurch 

Get Connected for 10-13 year olds: 

https://www.eventfinda.co.nz/2017/get-connected-seniors/christchurch 

Presented by Science Alive in partnership with Ōtākaro 

 

                              
Active Kids Holiday Programmes 

Registrations now open for October School Holidays– book 

online! 
Week 1 – Mon 2nd – Fri 6th October *LINCOLN *WESTBURN *PAPANUI 

Week 2 – Mon 9th– Fri 13th October *CHCH BOYS HIGH * ROLLESTON 

 Join us for a week of action packed fun and adventure  

 Delivered by enthusiastic, fully trained staff  

 OSCAR approved; WINZ subsidies apply 

P 03 373 50 60      

E activekids@sportcanterbury.org.nz 
www.sportcanterbury.org.nz                                                                    

https://www.eventfinda.co.nz/2017/get-connected-juniors/christchurch
https://www.eventfinda.co.nz/2017/get-connected-seniors/christchurch
mailto:activekids@sportcanterbury.org.nz
http://www.sportcanterbury.org.nz/
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Belfast OSCAR Programme - 

Kids Spring Holiday 

Programme: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Community Notices 

 

REDWOOD SCHOOL 

 

 

 

 

Sun 24
th

 Sept 

10am – 2:30pm 

10am – 2:30pm 

51 Prestons Rd 
 

Auction, White Elephant, 

Stalls, Rides, Food,  

Entertainment & more! 



 

Community Notices 
 

Papanui High School Nightclasses for Term 4: 
As the weather gets warmer and the evenings get longer it is the ideal time to get out of the 
house and learn something new and meet some new people by taking part in one of the wide 
range of nightclasses on offer at Papanui High School for Term 4 beginning week of 23 October.   
 
From Art to Yoga and everything in between we are sure regardless of your age or interest you 
will find something to tempt you.  Classes at Papanui High School are held in a warm, friendly 
relaxed environment and our tutors are supportive and well qualified in their chosen fields. 
 

For further information and enrolment in these or any of our Term 4 courses please visit our 
website www.papanui.school.nz to see our full range of courses or email Barbara Roper on 
rpb@papanui.school.nz or telephone our office on 352-0701. 
 

Holiday Writing Workshops  -  2/3 October: 
If you have children in Years 4-8 they may be keen to attend these Spring Holiday Writing Workshops run 
by The School for Young Writers.   Book for the Spring into Writing Workshops CLICK HERE 
 
These Spring holidays we will be running two workshop days. You can book for one or two sessions per 
day.  Cost: $15 per session or $25 for two sessions on the same day.  Where: The Writers’ Block, Hagley 
Community College. Entry via Waller Terrace  
 
WORKSHOP OPTION A: Pick-a-Path extravaganza! Borrowing all the best bits from our favourite stories, 
we’ll kick off a story together as a class, then split off into smaller groups, taking the story in different 
directions, and everyone will get to write their own ending – be it romantic, gruesome, spectacular, 
tragic, victorious or heart-breaking. Choose your own adventure! 

WORKSHOP OPTION B:  Poetry with Pictures: Have you heard it said that a picture is worth a thousand 
words? Bring your artistic skills — draw a picture and then write a poem about it! Stick drawings work just 
as well as great art! And then learn how to write another kind of poem — a concrete poem. Turn your 
words into pictures by changing the shape of them. You will make great poetry by writing in images, 
about images and with imagery! 

Monday October 2  Year 4 to 6: 
10.00 – 12.00 Both workshops are on offer ( Poetry with Pictures and Pick-a-Path) 
Lunch: supervised. Children need to bring their own lunch if staying for both workshops. 
12.30 – 2.30 Both workshops are on offer ( Poetry with Pictures and Pick-a-Path) 
 
Tuesday October 3 Year 7 to 8 
10.00 – 12.00  Poetry with Pictures workshop only 
Lunch: supervised. Children need to bring their own lunch if staying for both workshops. 
12.30 – 2.30  Pick-a-Path workshop only 
 
BOOK HERE! 

 

 

 

http://www.papanui.school.nz/
mailto:rpb@papanui.school.nz
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdUu1ZelFP-1ls913965Lw5RLNv2KBsaFawrZbP-EjPjus6FQ/viewform?c=0&w=1
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Community Notices 
 

Friday Night Flag American Football: 
 
When:  Term 4, 20 October to 8 December (8 week competition). 
Registrations due:  Before 1 October 2017. 
 
How can I register? Either by form attached or fill out this digital form here: 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1QciCHh6m2sbQvXnZulzOoqjbFcBhsKAKYHmQ30AQA
MA/edit 
 

Or simply email American Football Canterbury: americanfootballcanterbury@gmail.com 
or  
Contact our Junior Football Manager: Mason Shaw 0273913287 
 

Teams/Players can be registered separately! Get in quick as interest is high. The 
competition will be capped at 12 Teams. 
 

Subs are $20 per player for the entire 8 Week tournament 

 
 
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1QciCHh6m2sbQvXnZulzOoqjbFcBhsKAKYHmQ30AQAMA/edit
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1QciCHh6m2sbQvXnZulzOoqjbFcBhsKAKYHmQ30AQAMA/edit
mailto:americanfootballcanterbury@gmail.com

